Happy Holidays!

You know, Christmas, New Years, Fourth of July, and all the other ones I missed.

For those who haven’t forgotten that I am out here somewhere, here is an update:

It has been an interesting two years for the trogwolf.  At the beginning of May 2006, I was working two jobs – a night audit position in a local hotel (graveyard shift) something I have been doing off and on since 1980; and a pit boss position in a local casino on day shift (supervising 21 and craps dealers) something I have been doing off and on since 1994.  

I had recently purchased a used car and a used computer for $1500 each.  As it turned out, both of them had bad engines.  The car was a beautiful burgundy Cadillac Eldorado touring coupe, one of the two cars that I have been wanting to own, and in just my color. The other is a Mercedes E420 and will cost ten times as much (I hope I can find the metallic ruby I like).  I bought the Eldorado from a fly by night (as it turned out) corner used car lot.  I knew it had some sort of engine trouble when I bought it, and I didn’t even mind the idea of having to replace the engine altogether until I found out that GM had discontinued manufacturing that engine, so I ended up selling the car on ebay for a loss.  I really wanted to drive that car, but it was a cool experience.  The computer was supposed to be new, actually.  A private party custom-built job.  It lasted about six months but, as I later learned, the AMD chip that makes the computer what it is was totally fried.  So I reverted back to my Pentium III 933 MHz computer, which works just fine, it’s just a little slower than the industry standard.  It wasn’t until a few of months ago that I was able to get something more current.

Since I was finally able to get out from under my credit card debt a couple of years ago, I had intended to quit the casino position in July 2006, but an interesting thing happened on the way to the forum.  It was probably just as well that I didn’t end up spending $4000 to put an engine in the Eldorado.  During the first week of May, an incident occurred at the casino, which offended my sense of what is right and appropriate in management style.  Can you say Gestapo?  I resigned a week later.  It was wonderful having just one job again.  I felt like I was on vacation.  I know, that’s a little sad.  

I was psyched up at having time to renew my efforts to build my Amway/Quixtar business.  Unexpectedly, I was approached by a couple of my former co-workers about becoming a partner with them in a new Corporation.  They had a product that needed a website and it just so happened that I had a website that needed a product.  As it turned out, their choice of product was poorly made.  The product was information, which probably had a market when it was current, but unfortunately it was mostly outdated and the market for it long gone.  Realizing that the product was no longer marketable pretty much killed my passion for the project.  We started the corporation in July 2006 and I was a corporate officer and equal shareholder for a year before we disbanded and dissolved the corporation.  I learned a lot.  The experience was well worth the time and money invested.  I also relearned the lesson that that I should always choose what my heart says I should do and not what my mind says makes sense.  If my heart isn’t in it, it won’t matter how much sense it makes.  In other words, I shouldn’t have let myself be distracted by the flattering invitation to join a new corporation when I was already psyched up about a different project. 

I continued through August 2007 working just one job, but all summer it never felt like I had enough money so in September I went back to working a second job as a dealer in another casino.  Of course, now I had no time most of the time, but I managed to make my first trip to Mexico in February (if you can call Baja California Mexico).  I was in Cabo San Lucas with family to honor my cousin Wes, who has been diagnosed with ALS or Lou Gherig’s disease.  We had a great time and I hope we can do something similar very soon.  As mentioned earlier, I also bought a new computer with all the bells and whistles.  This time I went to a reputable dealer.  I decided not to go to Anchorage for my 30th high school reunion this summer, since I will be headed up that way next spring.

All of the time I spent living in Alaska was all in Anchorage, with a few months on the Kenai Peninsula.  I want to see what its like a little farther north, so I am going to spend a year in Kotzebue, above the Arctic circle, most likely spring of 2010.  Of course, that will be after I hike from Anchorage to Nome.  It should make for a good How I spent my Summer Vacation essay.

Between now and then I am working on a new business website.  The purpose of the website is to attract young guys who play video games and frequent places like myspace.  The idea is to get them interested in visiting the website that I am creating to participate in contests and download neat things to add to their homepages.  Clicking on advertiser links should generate revenue in itself, and then I hope to have the companion site completed by Thanksgiving, where these visitors will be able to purchase games and gaming consoles like the Xbox 360 and Playstation 3 and the Wii .  Since not all gamers are young, some being as old as me, I will also be selling productivity tools.  Ideally, this will all be ready to go by the time the Christmas buying season breaks out again the day after Thanksgiving.  The games industry is outperforming the film industry now, so I will be trying to capture a small piece of that market share.

I love the games as much as I love the movies.  I enjoy working on websites so much that my sister, Francie, has been after me for years to find a way to work in that industry.  It’s a shame that my former corporate associates didn’t consider this line of products two years ago.  Oh well.  I didn’t either at the time.  We’ll see how it goes.  I will keep you updated.  Once it is up and running I will have to keep improving it to compete with the three or four major sites for game fans.  Who knows?  I might be creating a monster.  Keep your eyes open for Nanook Games and nanookgames.com.

I hope you are all doing well and loving each other.

Love,

Troy

